PARISHES OF TETBURY, BEVERSTON, SHIPTON MOYNE AND LONG
NEWNTON
Readings and hymns for Sunday 14th February 2021
Sunday next before Lent
Old Testament Reading

2 Kings 2.1-12

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.
Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?’ And
he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ But he
said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your
master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’
Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went,
and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed
on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from
you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet,
if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Christ whose glory fills the skies
sung by St Martin’s Voices
1

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
sun of righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
day-spring from on high, be near;
day-star, in my heart appear.

2

Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee:
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams I see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3

Visit then this soul of mine;
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine;
scatter all my unbelief;

more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
CCL Licence No 682018 and 111979

Gospel

Mark 9.2-9

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for
us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to
say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Shine Jesus Shine
sung by St Martin’s Voices
1

Lord, the light of Your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth You now bring us shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father's glory;
blaze, Spirit, blaze,
set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy;
send forth Your word,
Lord, and let there be light!

2

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,
from the shadows into Your radiance;
by the blood I may enter Your brightness:
set us free by the truth You now bring us
shine on me, shine on me.
Chorus

3

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
so our faces display Your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory:
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story shine on me, shine on me.
Chorus
Graham Kendrick (born 1950)
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