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Readings and hymns for Sunday 26th September – Seventeenth Sunday after 

Trinity 

All for Jesus 

All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 

this our song shall ever be; 

for we have no hope nor Saviour  

if we have not hope in thee. 
  

All for Jesus, thou wilt give us  

strength to serve thee hour by hour: 

none can move us from thy presence  

while we trust thy love and power. 
  

All for Jesus, at thine altar  

thou dost give us sweet content; 

there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee  

in the solemn sacrament. 
  

All for Jesus, thou hast loved us, 

all for Jesus, thou hast died; 

all for Jesus, thou art with us; 

all for Jesus, crucified. 
  

All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 

this the Church’s song must be, 

till at last we all are gathered  

one in love, and one in thee. 

  William John Sparrow Simpson (1859-1952) alt. 

Gathering Prayer 

Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it 

grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Old Testament Reading                                                               Psalm 19:7-end 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the 

simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear, 

enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the LORD are true 

and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 

honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there 

is great reward. But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults.  Keep back your servant 

also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of 

great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, 

O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God   

Gospel                                                                                                     Mark 9.38-50 
John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 

because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power 

in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I 



tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 

lose the reward. If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 

would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the 

sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 

hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 

better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes 

you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 

eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. For 

everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have 

salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’   

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

God of Grace and God of Glory (Repeat the last line of each verse)  

God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

now fulfil thy Church’s story; 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

For the facing of this hour. 
 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways; 

from the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days. 
 

Cure thy children’s warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton selfish gladness, 

rich in goods, and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 

Set our feet on lofty places, 

gird our lives that they may be 

armoured with all Christlike graces 

in the fight to set men free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

That we fail not man nor thee.      
                                                                                                                               H. E. Fosdick (1878 – 1969) 

  

Be thou my vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

be thou ever with thee and I with thee, Lord; 

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

  



Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 

be thou my whole armour; be thou my true might, 

be thou my soul’s shelter; be thou my strong tower: 

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 

  

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

be thou mine inheritance now and always; 

be thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

  

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 

O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

  Irish (c. 8th century) trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 

 

God is our strength and refuge 
 

God is our strength and refuge, 

our present help in trouble, 

and we therefore will not fear, 

though the earth should change! 

Though mountains shake and tremble, 

though swirling floods are raging, 

God the Lord of hosts  

is with us evermore! 

 

There is a flowing river 

within God's holy city; 

God is in the midst of her- 

she shall not be moved! 

God's help is swiftly given, 
thrones vanish at his presence- 

God the Lord of hosts  

is with us evermore!  

 

Come, see the works of our maker, 

learn of his deeds all-powerful: 

wars will cease across the world 

when he shatters the spear! 

Be still and know your creator, 

uplift him in the nations- 

God the Lord of hosts  

is with us evermore! 

 

After Psalm 46, Richard Bewes (born 1934) 
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