PARISHES OF TETBURY, BEVERSTON, SHIPTON MOYNE AND LONG
NEWNTON
Readings and hymns for Sunday 9th January – Baptism of Christ
Crown Him with many crowns
1.

Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own;
awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity

2.

Crown him the Virgin’s Son,
the God incarnate born,
whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn;
fruit of the mystic Rose,
as of that Rose the Stem,
the Root, whence mercy ever flows,
the Babe of Bethlehem.

3.

Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends each burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

4.

Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end,
and round his pierced feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.

5.

Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.
Matthew Bridges (1800-1894)

Gathering Prayer
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy
Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your

adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 43.1-7

Thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:

Do not fear, for I

have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not
be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my
sight, and honoured, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not
fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will
say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth – everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.’
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Gospel

(In the wilderness John proclaimed a baptism of repentance.) As the people were filled with expectation, and
all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of
them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

On Jordan’s bank
1.

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake, and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings.

2.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
make straight the way for God within;
prepare we in our hearts a home,
where such a mighty guest may come.

3.

For thou art our salvation, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away,
like flowers that wither and decay.

4.

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;
shine forth and let thy light restore
earth’s own true loveliness once more.

5.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee
whose advent doth thy people free,
whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Ghost for evermore.
Charles Coffin (1676-1749) trans. John Chandler (1806-1876) alt.

Be thou my vision
1.

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with thee and I with thee, Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

3.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,
be thou my whole armour; be thou my true might,
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower,
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4.

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise,
be thou mine inheritance now and always;
be thou, and thou only, the first in my heart,
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won;
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Irish (c. 8th century) trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931)
and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)

Let all the world, in every corner sing
1.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The heavens are not too high,
his praise may thither fly;
the earth is not too low,
his praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!

2.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The Church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out;
but, above all, the heart must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
George Herbert (1593-1633)
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