The Benefice of Tetbury, Beverston, Long Newnton & Shipton Moyne

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Sunday 3Ist December 2023, 10.00am
St Mary theVirgin & St Mary Magdalen, Tetbury
Revd lan Aveyard

The service is being live-streamed and recorded to be shared on Facebook



Welcome to our Benefice Eucharist.

There is a loop system for the hard of hearing, and large print copies
of the service and the hymn book are available from the welcomers

Please wait to be brought forward at the time of communion by
one of the welcomers. If you would like Communion brought
to you please tell one of them.
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HYMN: NO. 57 JOY TO THE WORLD

The service begins with our first hymn. Please stand as the hymn begins.

President

All

President

All

All

President

All

THE GATHERING & GREETING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
and also with you

Welcome.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his
wings. Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our
sins in penitence and faith.

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned

in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are,
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and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
President Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All Amen.

THE COLLECT

President Let us pray (A brief period of silence follows)

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us

in your own image and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,

so we may share the life of his divinity;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen

BIBLE READINGS
Please sit down for our readings

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 63.7-9

| will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts
of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the
great favour to the house of Israel that he has shown them according
to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he
said, ‘Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely’;
and he became their saviour in all their distress. It was no messenger
or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity
he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of
old.

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Matthew 2.13-end
You are invited to stand

Priest The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

Priest Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew

All Glory to you, O Lord.

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until
| tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph
got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt | have called my son.” When Herod saw that he
had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because
they are no more.” When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph
got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district
of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’

Priest This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON & REFLECTION

ACT OF COMMITMENT

All I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing,
put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you,
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or laid aside for you,

exalted for you,

or brought low for you;

let me be full,

let me be empty,

let me have all things,

let me have nothing:

| freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

you are mine and | am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be
ratified in heaven.'

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please sit or kneel. In our prayers, you are invited to use this response.

Int Lord, in your mercy

All hear our prayer.

And at the end

Int Merciful Father,

All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE PEACE
Please stand.
President Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

President Let us offer one another a sign of peace

All may exchange a sign of peace

HYMN: No.67 SEE AMID THE WINTER SNOW

We remain standing



President

All

President
All

President
All

President
All
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TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

Heavenly Father, as we set before you
these gifts of bread and wine,

bless also the gift of our hearts and minds
as we offer our lives in your service,

for Jesus Christ’s sake.

Amen.

THE EUCHARIST PRAYER

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ,

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,

was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit,
and lived as one of us.

In this mystery of the Word made flesh

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,

to give knowledge of your glory

in the face of Jesus Christ.

In him we see our God made visible

and so are caught up in the

love of the God we cannot see.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:



We sing

All sing
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest.

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned
away, you sent Jesus, your Son. He gave his life for us on
the cross and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ's body and his blood.

On the night before he died, when darkness had

fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, and
shared it with his disciples, saying: "This is my body, given
for you. Do this to remember me.’

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
"This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.'

So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his
love, his death, his risen life. As you feed us with these
gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and
more to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look
forward to that day when suffering is ended, and all
creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now with
all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ,
in the strength of the Spirit, today and for ever.

Amen.



Please sit or kneel

All

President

All

All sing

President

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us your peace.

GIVING OF COMMUNION

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.
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All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. Please do join in with
the hymn during communion.

HYMN: BORN IN THE NIGHT

Born in the night, Mary’s child,
a long way from your home;
coming in need, Mary’s child,
born in a borrowed room.

Clear shining light, Mary’s child,
your face lights up our way;
light of the world, Mary’s child,
dawn on our darkened day.

Truth of our life, Mary’s child,
you tell us God is good;
prove it is true, Mary’s child,
go to your cross of wood.

Hope of the world, Mary’s child,

you’re coming soon to reign:

King of the earth, Mary’s child,

walk in our streets again. Geoffrey Ainger (b. 1925)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Silence is kept.

President Let us pray.

All

Heavenly Father, whose blessed son shared at Nazareth
the life of an earthly home: help your Church to live as
one family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all
at last to our home in heaven, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.



All

President

All

President
All
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We thank you, Lord,

that you have fed us in this sacrament,

united us with Christ,

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet
prepared for all peoples. Amen.

HYMN: No 44 Angels from the realms of glory

THE BLESSING & SENDING OUT

May the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men,

the obedience of Joseph and Mary,

and the peace of the Christ child

be yours this Christmas;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God. Amen.

YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR TEA AND COFFEE
AT THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH AFTER THE SERVICE.

To give towards the running and work of the church please either use

the collection plate, card reader or this QR code. Thank you.
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Worship next week: Sunday 7th January 2024
St Marys’ Tetbury

10.00am Holy Communion
IN ST MARY’S SCHOOL HALL
The Revd Canon Poppy Hughes

St Mary’s Church, Beverston
10.00am Matins
Wardens

Holy Trinity Church, Long Newnton

Invited to Tetbury worship in school / live stream

St John the Baptist Church, Shipton Moyne
I'1.15am Holy Communion

The Revd Pauline Setterfield

Acknowledgement:

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England
Material from which is included in this service, is copyright

The Archbishop’s Council 2000

CCLI License No 682018 and | 1197



