PARISHES OF TETBURY, BEVERSTON, SHIPTON MOYNE AND LONG NEWNTON

Readings and Hymns for Sunday 17" December 2023 - Third Sunday of Advent

Gathering Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: grant
that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by
turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the
world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your
Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11

The servant of the Lord said: The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort
all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting
of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

For | the LORD love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will faithfully give them their recompense, and | will
make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. | will
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in

it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
Gospel: John 1.6-8,19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might

believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’
He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘| am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you
Elijah? He said, ‘l am not.” ‘Are you the prophet?” He answered, ‘No.” Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us
have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘1 am the voice of one crying out in

the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord’”, as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet? John answered them, ‘| baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you
do not know, the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in

Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.



Long ago, prophets knew

I. Long ago, prophets knew
Christ would come, born a Jew,
come to make all things new;
bear his people's burden,
freely love and pardon.

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes,

when he comes,

who will make him welcome?

3. Mary hail! Though afraid,
she believed, she obeyed.
In her womb, God is laid:
till the time expected,
nurtured and protected,
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes,
when he comes,
who will make him welcome?

The Lord will come and not be slow

I. The Lord will come and not be slow, 2.

his footsteps cannot err;
before him righteousness shall go,
his royal harbinger.

3. Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might, 4.

this wicked earth redress;
for thou art he who shalt by right
the nations all possess.

For great thou art, and wonders great
by thy strong hand are done:

thou in thy everlasting seat

remainest God alone.

Through the love of God our Saviour

I. Through the love of God our Saviour,
all will be well.
Free and changeless is his favour,
all, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us,
perfect is the grace that sealed us,

strong the hand stretched forth to shield us,

all must be well.

2. God in time, God in man,

this is God's timeless plan:
he will come, as a man,
born himself of woman,
God divinely human.

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes,

when he comes,

who will make him welcome?

Journey ends! Where afar
Bethl'em shines, like a star,
stable door stands ajar.
unborn Son of Mary,
Saviour, do not tarry!

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
Jesus comes!

Jesus comes!

We will make him welcome!

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)

Truth from the earth, like to a flower,
shall bud and blossom then;
and justice, from her heavenly bower,
look down on mortal men.

The nations all whom thou hast made
shall come, and all shall frame

to bow them low before thee, Lord,
and glorify thy name.

John Milton (1608-1674)
based on Psalms 82, 85 and 86, alt.



2. Though we pass through tribulation,
all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation,
all, all is well.
Happy, still in God confiding,
fruitful, if in Christ abiding,
holy, through the Spirit’s guiding,
all must be well.

3.  We expect a bright tomorrow,
all will be well.
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
‘All, all is well.'
On our Father’s love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
in our living, in our dying,
all must be well.

Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,

[ Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,
for thy flesh is meat indeed;
ever may our souls be fed
with this true and living Bread,
day by day with strength supplied
through the life of him who died.

Glorious things of thee are spoken

I.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
he whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
thou may’st smile at all thy foes.

3. Round each habitation hovering,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a covering,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus they march, the pillar leading,
light by night and shade by day;
daily on the manna feeding
which he gives them when they pray.
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Mary Peters, 1813-56

Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies
this blest cup of sacrifice.

Lord, thy wounds our healing give;
to thy cross we look and live.
Jesus may we ever be

grafted, rooted, built in thee.

Josiah Conder 1789-1855

See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,

well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.

Who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver,
never fails from age to age.

Saviour, if of Zion’s city

| through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,

| will glory in thy name.

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,
all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasure
none but Zion’s children know.

John Newton (1725-1807) based on Isaiah 33:20-21.



