
PARISHES OF TETBURY, BEVERSTON, SHIPTON MOYNE AND LONG NEWNTON 

Readings and Hymns for Sunday 31st December 2023 - First Sunday of Christmas 

 

Gathering Prayer 

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more wonderfully restored us 

through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may share the life of 
his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly home: help your Church to 

live as one family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 63.7-9 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that the 

LORD has done for us, and the great favour to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to 

his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely’; and he became their saviour in all their distress. It was no messenger or 

angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and 

carried them all the days of old.  

Gospel:  Matthew 2.13-end 

 

 After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 

the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 

and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 

men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 

had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 

lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, 

take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are 

dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he 

heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And 

after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town 

called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a 

Nazorean.’  

Joy to the world 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 



 

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of His righteousness 

and wonders of His love, 

and wonders of His love, 

and wonders, wonders of His love 

  

 

 

 

Isaac Watts 1674-1748 

 

See, amid the winter's snow, 
 

1. See, amid the winter's snow, 

born for us on earth below, 
see the tender Lamb appears, 

promised from eternal years. 

 Hail, thou ever blessed morn! 

Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

2. Lo, within a manger lies 

He who built the starry skies; 

He who, throned in height sublime, 

sits amid the cherubim! [Refrain] 

 

3. Say, ye holy shepherds, say, 

what's your joyful news today? 

Wherefore have ye left your sheep 

on the lonely mountain steep? [Refrain] 

4. As we watched at dead of night, 

Lo! we saw a wondrous light; 

angels singing 'Peace on earth' 

told us of the Savior's birth." [Refrain] 

 

5. Sacred Infant, all divine, 

what a tender love was Thine, 

thus to come from highest bliss 

down to such a world as this! [Refrain] 

  

Born in the night, 

 

  

 

 

1. 

Born in the night, 

Mary’s child, 

a long way from your home; 

coming in need, 

Mary’s child, 

born in a borrowed room. 

 

2. Clear shining light, 

Mary’s child, 

your face lights up our way; 

light of the world, 

Mary’s child, 

dawn on our darkened day. 

 
 

3. Truth of our life, 

Mary’s child, 

you tell us God is good; 

prove it is true, 

Mary’s child, 

go to your cross of wood. 

    

4. Hope of the world, 

Mary’s child, 

you’re coming soon to reign: 

King of the earth, 

Mary’s child, 

walk in our streets again. 

 

 Geoffrey Ainger (b. 1925 

Angels from the realms of glory 

 

1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation's story 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 

 Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 



2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant light: (Refrain) 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: (Refrain) 

4. Saints before the alter bending 

Watching long in hope and fear 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear (Refrain) 

5. Though an Infant now we view Him, 

He shall fill His Father’s throne, 

Gather all the nations to Him; 

Every knee shall then bow down (Refrain) 
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