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Readings and Hymns for Sunday 3rd December 2023 First Sunday of Advent 

Gathering Prayer 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in 

the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever Amen. 

  

Post Communion Prayer 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, 

when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                  

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then 

they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 

and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. ‘From the fig 

tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer 

is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 

tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when 

the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 

may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

Praise my soul the King of Heaven 

 

1.    Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, 

       to his feet thy tribute bring; 

       ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

       who like me his praise should sing? 

       Alleluia, alleluia, 

       praise the everlasting King! 

  

2.    Praise him for his grace and favour  

       to our fathers in distress; 

       praise him still the same as ever, 

       slow to chide and swift to bless. 

       Alleluia, alleluia, 

       glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

3.    Father-like he tends and spares us; 

       well our feeble frame he knows; 

       in his hands he gently bears us, 

       rescues us from all our foes. 

       Alleluia, alleluia, 

       widely as his mercy flows! 

 

4.    Angels, help us to adore him; 

       ye behold him face to face; 

       sun and moon, bow down before him  

       dwellers all in time and space. 

       Alleluia, alleluia, 

       praise with us the God of grace! 

Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) alt. based on Psalm 103 



Come thou long expected Jesus 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

    

4. By thine own eternal spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

                              Charles Wesley 1707 - 1788 

One more step along the way I go 

 

1. One more step along the world I go, 

one more step along the world I go. 

From the old things to the new 

keep me travelling along with you. 

  And it’s from the old 

 I travel to the new, 

 keep me travelling 

along with you. 

 

2. Round the corners of the world I turn,  

more and more about the world I learn. 

All the new things that I see 

you’ll be looking at along with me.  

3. As  I travel through the bad and good, 

keep me travelling the way I should. 

Where I see no way to go, 

you’ll be telling me the way, I know. 

 

4. Give me courage when the world is rough, 
keep me loving though the world is tough. 

Leap and sing in all I do, 

keep me travelling along with you. 

5. You are older than the world can be, 
 you are younger than the life in me.     

 Ever old and ever new, 

 keep me travelling along with you. 

Sydney Carter (1915-2004) 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 

 

1. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,  

pilgrim through this barren land;  

I am weak, but thou art mighty;  

hold me with thy pow'rful hand: 

bread of heaven, bread of heaven,  

feed me now and evermore,  

feed me now and evermore. 

 

2. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,  

pilgrim through this barren land;  

I am weak, but thou art mighty;  

hold me with thy pow'rful hand: 

bread of heaven, bread of heaven,  

feed me now and evermore,  

feed me now and evermore. 

3. Open now the crystal fountain,  

whence the healing stream doth flow;  

let the fiery cloudy pillar  

lead me all my journey through: 

strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,  

be thou still my strength and shield,  

be thou still my strength and shield. 

4  When I tread the verge of Jordan,  

bid my anxious fears subside;  

death of death, and hell's destruction,  

land me safe on Canaan's side: 

songs of praises, songs of praises,  

I will ever give to thee,  

I will ever give to thee. 

 

William Williams (1717-1791) trans. Peter Williams (1727-1796) and others 
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