SUNDAY 7TH JANUARY 2024
ST MARY THE VIRGIN & ST MARY MAGDALEN
10AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
MEETING IN ST MARY’S SCHOOL HALL

THE GREETING
President In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

President The light and peace of
Jesus Christ be with you all.
All And also with you.

Welcome and introduction to the service.

HYMN: LIGHT OF THE WORLD
During the first hymn, the children leave for Little Fishes Sunday School.

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness,
Opened my eyes, let me see.

Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with You.

So, here | am to worship,

Here | am to bow down,

Here | am to say that You're my God.

And you're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.

King of all days oh, so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above.
Humbly You came to the earth You created;
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All for love's sake became poor.

So, here | am to worship,

Here | am to bow down,

Here | am to say that You're my God.
And you're altogether lovely,
altogether worthy,

Altogether wonderful to me.

And I'll never know how much it cost,
To see my sin upon that cross.

I'll never know how much it cost,

To see my sin upon that cross.

So, here | am to worship,
Here | am to bow down,
Here | am to say that You're my God.
And you're altogether lovely,
altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION

All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION
President We gather together here as God’s family. Preparing to
celebrate the presence of Christ in word and
sacrament, let us confess our sins and ask forgiveness
from our heavenly Father, for he is full of gentleness and
compassion. 2



President WVe confess to you our selfishness
and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

President We confess to you our fear and
failure in sharing our faith:
fill us with your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

President We confess to you our
stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

President May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself,
that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,
and be cleansed from all your sins
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
While we sing the children leave for Little Fishes Sunday School.

All sing Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
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President:

All

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Fa-
ther.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

GATHERING PRAYER
Creator of the heavens,
who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory
will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to
the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they
all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth
of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover
you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the
praise of the Lord.
Reader  This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 2:1-12

President The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

President Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at
its rising, and have come to pay him homage. When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethle-
hem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rul-
ers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my

5



people Israel.”” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.’

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in
a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

President This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON & REFLECTION
DECLARING OUR FAITH

Minister  Brothers and sisters, | ask you to profess
together the Faith of the Church.

Minister Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all
being and life, and one for whom we exist?

All | believe and trust in him.

Minister Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our
human nature, died for us and rose again?

All | believe and trust in him.

Minister Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives

life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the

world?
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All I believe and trust in him.

Minister  This is the faith of the church.

All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

SHARING IN PRAYER
After each prayer, we respond:

Int Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer.

The prayers end with these words:

Int Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING GOD’S PEACE

Please stand as we share together in Christ’s peace.

President Christ came and proclaimed peace to those who were far
off, and to those who were near. Let peace be shared
among us, that we may be built together into a dwelling
place for God.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

President Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Everyone is invited to exchange a sign of peace, shaking hands with those
around them with the words: “Peace be with you.”



HYMN

We three kings of Orient are;

bearing gifts we traverse afar;

field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light

Born a King on Bethlehem plain,
gold | bring, to crown him again,
King for ever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign. (Chorus)

Frankincense to offer have |,

incense owns a Deity nigh,

prayer and praising, all men raising,
worship him, God most high. (Chorus)

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Chorus)

Glorious now behold Him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice.
Heaven sings Alleluia,

Alleluia the earth replies. (Chorus)



TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

President Heavenly Father, as we set before you
these gifts of bread and wine,
bless also the gift of our hearts and minds
as we offer our lives in your service,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
All
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

President The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.

President Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

President All honour and praise be yours
always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
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All

President

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned
away, you sent Jesus, your Son. He gave his life for us on
the cross and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ's body and his blood.

On the night before he died, when darkness had

fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, and
shared it with his disciples, saying: 'This is my body, given
for you. Do this to remember me.'

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:

"This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.'

So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his
love, his death, his risen life. As you feed us with these
gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more
to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look
forward to that day when suffering is ended, and all
creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now with
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mary Magdalen and all your
saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the
strength of the Spirit, today and for ever.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Please sit or kneel.

President

All

President

All

All

Rejoicing in God’s presence here amongst us,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
Because we all share in the one bread.

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

President Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to come forward and share in the sacrament of Holy
Communion, either to take the bread and wine if this is your usual
practice in church, or to receive a blessing by the laying on of hands.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION

l. Away in a manger,

no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus

laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky

looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus,

asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing,
the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus
no crying he makes.
| love thee, Lord Jesus!
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Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3. Be near me,
Lord Jesus;
| ask thee to stay close by me for ever;
and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children
in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven,
to live with thee there.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION
We remain seated.

President God of glory,
you inspire us with the breath of life
which brought to birth a new world in Christ.
May we who are reborn in him
be transformed by the renewal of our lives,
that the light of your new creation
may flood the world with your abundant grace;
through Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The President reads Banns and gives out the notices for the week.
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HYMN

Please stand.

Go tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is Lord.

He possessed no riches,

no home to lay his head;

He fasted in the desert,

he gave to others bread: (Chorus)

He reached out and touched them,
the blind, the deaf, the lame;

He spoke and listened gladly

to anyone who came: (Chorus)

Some turned away in anger,

with hatred in the eye;

they tried him and condemned him,
then led him out to die: (Chorus)

‘Father, now forgive them’,

up on the cross he said;

In three more days he was alive
and risen from the dead. (Chorus)

He still comes to people,

his life moves through the lands;

He uses us for speaking,

he touches with our hands: (Chorus)
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BLESSING AND SENDING OUT

We remain standing for the conclusion of our time of worship.

President
All

President

All

President
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Christ our Lord, to whom kings

bowed down in worship and offered gifts,
reveal to you his glory and

pour upon you the riches of his grace;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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