SUNDAY 2IST JANUARY 2024
ST MARY THE VIRGIN & ST MARY MAGDALEN
10AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
MEETING IN ST MARY’S SCHOOL HALL

THE GREETING
President In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

President The light and peace of
Jesus Christ be with you all.
All And also with you.

Welcome and introduction to the service.

HYMN: IN CHRIST ALONE
During the first hymn, the children leave for Little Fishes Sunday School.

In Christ alone my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength, my song;

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!

My Comforter, my All in All,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied -
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All

For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ | live

There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain:

Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,

For | am His and He is mine -

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,

This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Deacon

President

All

President

All

President

All

President

All

CONFESSION
We gather together here as God’s family. Preparing to
celebrate the presence of Christ in word and
sacrament, let us confess our sins and ask forgiveness from
our heavenly Father, for he is full of gentleness and
compassion.
We confess to you our selfishness
and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

We confess to you our fear and
failure in sharing our faith:

fill us with your Spirit.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess to you our
stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself,

that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,

and be cleansed from all your sins
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Amen.



All sing

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.



GATHERING PRAYER
President: God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the

poor, release to the captives, and freedom to the op
pressed: anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your
people free to praise you in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: PSALM 128

Happy is everyone who fears the Lord,
who walks in his ways.
You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;
you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.
Thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the Lord.
The Lord bless you from Zion.
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
May you see your children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel!

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING: JOHN 2.1-11
Deacon  The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’
mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to
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the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him,
“They have no more wine.”*“Dear woman, why do you involve me?”
Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus
said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to
the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the
master of the banquet.” They did so, and the master of the banquet
tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realise
where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the
water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the
guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till
now.”

This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in
Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in
him.

Deacon  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
DECLARING OUR FAITH

Minister  Brothers and sisters, | ask you to profess
together the Faith of the Church.

Minister Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all
being and life, and one for whom we exist?

All | believe and trust in him.

Minister Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our
human nature, died for us and rose again?

All | believe and trust in him.
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Minister

All

Minister
All

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives
life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the
world?

| believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

SHARING IN PRAYER

After each prayer, we respond:

Int
All

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

The prayers end with these words:

Int
All

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING GOD’S PEACE

Please stand as we share together in Christ’s peace.

President Christ came and proclaimed peace to those who were far

All
Deacon

off, and to those who were near. Let peace be shared
among us, that we may be built together into a dwelling
place for God.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



Everyone is invited to exchange a sign of peace, shaking hands with those
around them with the words: “Peace be with you.”
HYMN: THE SERVANT KING

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served but to serve,

and give your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King
he calls us now to follow him,

to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears,

my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
‘Yet not my will but yours,” he said.
This is our God....

Come see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God....

So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other’s needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we’re serving.
This is our God....



TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

President Heavenly Father, as we set before you
these gifts of bread and wine,
bless also the gift of our hearts and minds
as we offer our lives in your service,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.

All Amen

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

President The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.

President Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

President All honour and praise be yours
always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
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All

President

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned
away, you sent Jesus, your Son. He gave his life for us on
the cross and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ's body and his blood.

On the night before he died, when darkness had

fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, and
shared it with his disciples, saying: 'This is my body, given
for you. Do this to remember me.'

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:

"This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.'

So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his
love, his death, his risen life. As you feed us with these
gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more
to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look
forward to that day when suffering is ended, and all
creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now with
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mary Magdalen and all your
saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the
strength of the Spirit, today and for ever.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Please sit or kneel.

President

All

President

All

All

Rejoicing in God’s presence here amongst us,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
Because we all share in the one bread.

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

President Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to come forward and share in the sacrament of Holy
Communion, either to take the bread and wine if this is your usual
practice in church, or to receive a blessing by the laying on of hands.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
l. Come to God’s table! for all is prepared,
The bread we have offered is broken and shared,
Christ's presence among us is food for the soul,
reviving, renewing, and making us whole.

2. Come to God’s table! and drink of the wine,
the blood of the Saviour, both real and a sign,
The cup of salvation both priceless and free,
transforming God's people into all we can be.

3. Come to God’s table! we come as we are,
we bring all the burdens we've carried so far,
in body, in spirit, in soul, mind and heart,
to feed on the grace which God alone can impart.

4. Come to God’s table! then go in that grace
to hold all the earth in a heav'nly embrace,
Sent out in the Spirit to tend and to care
in thought, word and action, our life is our prayer.
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

We remain seated.

President Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is

All

All

the light of the world: may your people,

illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with the
radiance of his glory, that he may be known, worshipped,
and obeyed to the ends of the earth; for he is alive and
reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.

The President gives out the notices for the week.

HYMN

Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,
manifested by the star

to the sages from afar,

branch of royal David's stem,

in your birth at Bethlehem.
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in man made manifest.
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Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme,
and at Cana, wedding guest,

in your Godhead manifest;
manifest in power divine,

changing water into wine.
Anthems be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
mirrored in thy holy Word.

May we imitate thee now,

And be pure, as pure art thou;
that we like to thee may be

at thy great Epiphany;

and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in man made manifest

BLESSING AND SENDING OUT

We remain standing for the conclusion of our time of worship.

President
All

President

All

Deacon
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his
glory and gladden your hearts with the good news of his
kingdom and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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