PARISHES OF TETBURY, BEVERSTON, SHIPTON MOYNE AND LONG NEWNTON

Readings and Hymns for Sunday 21* January - Third Sunday of Epiphany

Gathering Prayer

God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, release to the captives, and freedom to the
oppressed: anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may be known,
worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 128

Happy is everyone who fears the LORD,
who walks in his ways.
You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;
you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.
Thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the LORD.
The LORD bless you from Zion.
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
May you see your children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel!

Gospel: John 2.1-11

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no
more wine.”*Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” His mother

said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from
twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and the
master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realise where it had
come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and
said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too
much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his
disciples put their faith in him.



In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,

For | am His and He is mine -

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

The Servant King

2.

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served but to serve,

and give your life that we might live.

There in the garden of tears,

my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
‘Yet not my will but yours,’ he said.
This is our God....

So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other’s needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we’re serving.
This is our God....

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied -

For every sin on Him was laid;

Here in the death of Christ | live

No guilt in life, no fear in death,

This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
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This is our God, the Servant King
he calls us now to follow him,

to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

Come see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God....

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950)
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Come to God's table

. Come to God’s table! for all is prepared, 2. Come to God’s table! and drink of the wine,
The bread we have offered is broken and shared, the blood of the Saviour, both real and a sign,
Christ's presence among us is food for the soul, The cup of salvation both priceless and free,
reviving, renewing, and making us whole. transforming God's people into all we can be.

3. Come to God’s table! we come as we are, 4. Come to God’s table! then go in that grace
we bring all the burdens we've carried so far, to hold all the earth in a heav'nly embrace,
in body, in spirit, in soul, mind and heart, Sent out in the Spirit to tend and to care
to feed on the grace which God alone can impart. in thought, word and action, our life is our prayer.

Words © Ally Barrett. Used by permission.
Songs of thankfulness and praise

I.  Songs of thankfulness and praise, 2. Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme,
manifested by the star and at Cana, wedding guest,
to the sages from afar, in your Godhead manifest;
branch of royal David's stem, manifest in power divine,
in your birth at Bethlehem. changing water into wine.
Anthems be to thee addressed, Anthems be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest. God in man made manifest.

3.  Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
mirrored in thy holy Word.
May we imitate thee now,
And be pure, as pure art thou;
that we like to thee may be
at thy great Epiphany;
and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in man made manifest
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