The Benefice of Tetbury, Beverston, Long Newnton & Shipton Moyne.

EASTER LITURGY
WITH THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER

BENEFICE SERVICE
9.00pm, St Mary the Virgin and St Mary Magdalen, Tetbury

We gather outside for the lighting of the New Fire.

President Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
on this most holy night,
when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life,
the Church invites her children throughout the world
to come together in vigil and prayer.

This is the Passover of the Lord.

We remember his death and resurrection

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries,
confident that we shall share his victory over death
and live with him for ever in God.

The new fire is lit.

Deacon  Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light:
set us aflame with the fire of your love,
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Easter Candle is prepared.

President Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages;
to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever.

All Amen.



President

All

President

Deacon
All sing

All sing

By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.
Amen.

The Easter Candle is lit from the new fire.
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

Bearing the Candle, the Deacon moves to the church door,
and raises the Candle. We turn to face the Candle and the
Deacon sings:

The light of Christ

Thanks be to God.

We process into church, lighting our candle and singing the
response twice more. We gather at the front to sing:
Sing, choirs of heav’n!

Let saints and angels sing!

Around God’s throne exult in harmony!

Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave!
Salute your King in glorious symphony!

Sing, choirs of earth!
Behold, your light has come!
The glory of the Lord shines radiantly!
Lift up your hearts,
for Christ has conquered death!
The night is past, the day of life is here!

Sing, Church of God!

Exult with joy outpoured!

The gospel trumpets tell of victory won!
Your Saviour lives; he’s with you evermore!
Let all God’s people sound the long Amen!

WOODLANDS, UNACCOMPANIED

We make our way to our seats, and remain standing
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President The Lord be with you.
All and also with you.

President Lift up your hearts

All We lift them to the Lord.
President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

The Vigil Readings (We sit down for our readings)

President As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of
God’s saving deeds in history, recalling how he saved his
people in ages past and in the fullness of time sent his Son
to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through this
Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of
us the saving work he has begun.

First reading: Genesis 1:1-27, 2:1-3 The Creation

Silence is kept.

President Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. Your love
cannot be contained and overflows in the wonder of
creation. You formed the universe out of nothing and
moulded us from the clay of the earth. All you have
made sings of your marvellous deeds, O Lord, our maker
and redeemer.

All Amen.

Silence is kept.

Second reading: (Exodus 15:1-3,6,8,13,17)

Crossing the Red Sea



President Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. You heard
the agony of your people as they cried out from their
slavery, and you gave them Moses to lead them to a land
flowing with milk and honey. Hear the cry of the
enslaved and homeless today and lead us through the
turbulent sea of life to our true home in you, O Lord, our
maker and redeemer.

All Amen.

Silence is kept.

Third reading: Ezekiel 36:13a, 24-28 Sprinkled with the water of life.

President Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. When we
are overwhelmed by the wasting world, gather us again
and renew us. Create in us a new heart and a renewed
spirit, that we may be a people prepared to live in your
land and walk in your ways, O Lord, our maker and
redeemer.

All Amen.

Silence is kept.

The Easter Acclamation
PLEASE STAND. The acclamation is used three times, the first time in a
whisper, the second time louder, and the third time a great shout.

President Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Loud organ music announces the breaking in of Easter. The lights go on and we
extinguish our candles during The Gloria.

All sing Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
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Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God,

Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Collect (Please remain standing)

President Let us pray. God of Glory, by the raising of your Son

All

you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;

for a new day has dawned

and the way to life stands open

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Reading: Romans 6.3-11 (Please sit down for our reading)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
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glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have
been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the
life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn:  The strife is o’er (You are invited to stand)

l. The strife is o’er, the battle done;
now is the Victor’s triumph won;
O let the song of praise be sung: Alleluia.

2. Death’s mightiest pow’rs have done their worst,
and Jesus hath his foes dispersed;
let shouts of praise and joy outburst: Alleluia.

3. On the third morn he rose again
glorious in majesty to reign;
O let us swell the joyful strain: Alleluia.

4. Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee
from death’s dread sting thy servants free,
that we may live, and sing to thee: Alleluia.
Latin hymn (17th century) trans. Francis Pott (1832-1909)

Gospel reading Mark 16:1-8 (Year B)

Deacon Alleluia, alleluia. | am the first and the last, says the Lord,
and the living one; | was dead, and behold | am alive for

evermore.
All Alleluia.



Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Mark.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother
of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had
risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another,
‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’
When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large,
had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they
were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Deacon  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Renewal of Baptismal Vows

President In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his
marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and
rising to new life with him. Therefore | ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
All I reject them.

President Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
All | renounce them.

President Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and
neighbour?
All | repent of them.

President Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
All I turn to Christ.



President Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
All | submit to Christ.

President Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
All | come to Christ.

Prayer over the Water

President Praise God who made heaven and earth,
All who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give him thanks and praise.
We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son
Jesus. On him you poured your Spirit at his baptism in the
River Jordan. He sent his followers to baptize all who turn
to him. And so, Father, we ask you to bless this water,
that those who are baptized in it may be cleansed in the
water of life, filled with your Spirit and know themselves
loved as your children, safe in Christ for ever.

All Amen.

Profession of Faith (Please stand)

President Brothers and sisters, | ask you to profess
together the Faith of the Church.

President Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all
being and life, and one for whom we exist?

All | believe and trust in him.

President Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our
human nature, died for us and rose again?

All | believe and trust in him.

President Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives
life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the
world?

All | believe and trust in him.
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President This is the faith of the church.

All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

President Remember your baptism into Christ Jesus.

The waters of baptism are sprinkled over the people . Then the
congregation prays silently as the President says:

President Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the
household of faith with all who have been baptised into
your name. Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make
us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be
made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

All Amen.

President May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,
that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.

All Amen.

The Peace

President The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.” Then were they glad when
they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
All and also with you. Alleluia.

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

HYMN  Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord
Refrain Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord,
alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.

. Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation. (refrain)



2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth.
Jesus has died and is risen. (refrain)

3. Come, let us praise the living God,
joyfully sing to our Saviour. (refrain)
Donald Fisbel (b. 1950) alt. © 1973 Word of God Music/CopyCare Ltd

Preparation of the altar

President Lord of life, with unbounded joy
we offer you our sacrifice of praise.
As we are fed with the bread of heaven
may we know your resurrection power;
through Christ our risen Lord.

All Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer (Please remain standing)
President The Lord is here.

All His Spirit is with us.

President Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

President It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father:
and on this night of our redemption
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.

For by the mystery of his passion

Jesus Christ, your risen Son,

has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men, women and children
the image of your glory.

He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
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All sing

President

Deacon
All

President

And so, in the joy of this Passover,

earth and heaven resound with gladness,

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and accord-
ing to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be
to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given
for you; do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave
you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord

Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

You are the Saviour of the world.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole
world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious



ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one
in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one
cup, so that we, in the company of Our Lady, Mary
Magdalen, John the Baptist and all the saints,

may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.

All say Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Please remain seated or kneel)

President Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread
The President breaks the consecrated bread.

President Jesus says, | am the bread of life,
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.

All Lord, our hearts hunger for you;
give us this bread always.

All say Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

President Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All are welcome to come forward and share in the sacrament of Holy
Communion, if this is your usual practice, or to receive a blessing. If you
are sitting in the pews, please come forward as requested and return to
your seat via the ambulatory.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
l. Sweet sacrament divine,
hid in thine earthly home,
lo, round thy lowly shrine,
with suppliant hearts we come;
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise,
in songs of love and heartfelt praise,
sweet sacrament divine,
sweet sacrament divine.



2. Sweet sacrament of peace,
dear home of ev'ry heart,
where restless yearnings cease,
and sorrows all depart;
there in thine ear all trustfully
we tell our tale of misery,
sweet sacrament of peace,
sweet sacrament of peace.

3. Sweet sacrament of rest,
ark from the ocean’s roar,
within thy shelter blest
soon may we reach the shore;
save us, for still the tempest raves,
save, lest we sink beneath the waves,
sweet sacrament of rest,
sweet sacrament of rest.

4. Sweet sacrament divine,
earth’s light and jubilee,
in thy far depths doth shine
thy Godhead’s majesty;
sweet light, so shine on us, we pray,
that worthless joys may fade away,
sweet sacrament divine,
sweet sacrament divine.

Francis Stanfield (1835-1914) alt.
Prayer after Communion

President God of Life, who for our redemption gave your
only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his
glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power of
our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may
evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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All We thank you, Lord,
that you have fed us in this sacrament,
united us with Christ,
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet
prepared for all peoples. Amen.

HYMN

During the hymn, we re-light our candles and process out of the church.

l. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise;
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

2. O loving wisdom of our God!
when all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight,
and to the rescue came.

3. O wisest love! that flesh and blood,
which did in Adam fail,
should strive afresh against the foe,
should strive and should prevail.

4. And in the garden secretly,
and on the cross on high,
should teach his brethren,
and inspire to suffer and to die.

5. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise;
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

John Henry Newman (1801-1890)
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The Blessing and Dismissal

Deacon Do not be afraid. | know you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he
said.

President God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the
dead, open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.
All Amen.

President God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a
glorious victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith.
All Amen.

President God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life
of the risen Lord, empower you and fill you with Christ’s

peace.
All Amen.

President and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.

Deacon  With the risen life of Christ within you,
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

We wish you a

very Happy Easter!



